From the alcoholic extract of dried plant material of Ruta chalepensis L. collected at Taif, Saudi Arabia, a cristalline compound could be isolated, which according to exact mass measurements has an elemental composition of C14H13NO3. In the mass spectrum losses of CH3-, C2H4 and (C2H4 -j-H-) are observed followed by eliminations of CO. The IR spectrum shows a carbonyl band at 1625 cm -1 , the UV spectrum (CH3OH) a band at 235 nm (log £ 4,70) and a structured plateau of lower intensity between 280 and 350 nm -in agreement with a N-alkyl-4-quinolone structure [1, 2] . In the NMR spectrum the following signals may be found (<5 ppm; J Hz; multiplicity; integration): 1.63; 7; t; 3H and (by decoupling) 4.77; 7; q; 2H: CH2CH3 -3.97; 0; s; 3H: CH3 -7.00; d; 1H and (by decoupling) 7.65; 3; d; 1H: furan a-and ß-H. -7.38; 9 and 3; dd; 1H, and 7.60; 3; d; 1H, and 8.00; 9; d; 1H: 1,2,4-trisubstituted benzene ring. There are no protons exchangeable with D20. These data agree well with those published for furoquinolone alkoloids, esp. acrophyllidine [3] isomaculoridine [4] and the synthetic 9-ethyl-5,7,8-trimethoxyfuroquinolone [5] . The substitution pattern follows from the NMR spectrum: Due to the deshielding effect of the carbonyl group the hydrogen of C-5 occurs at lowest field (8.0 ppm). Since this signal shows o-coupling there has to be a hydrogen at C-6 also. The signal at 7.38 ppm (C-6H) is split both by 0-and by m-coupling, that at 7.60 (C-8H) by m-coupling only. Hence the benzene ring has to be substituted at C-7. Earlier observations [4] 
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